432 U. S. Court House 
Los Angsles CA 90012 
December }}, 1969 


Mr. Bob Coney 
2627 Myrtle Streat 
Sioux City, Iewa 51113 


Dear Mr. Coney: 


i aman avid collector of cdrtain tokens, partic- 
ularly jail and prison tokens, also circus and carnaval 
tokens. Athths present time i am engaged In compiling 
a checklist and cataleg of jail and prison tokens of the 
United States with the view of publishing it as an aden- 
dum to Burne "Media of ~xchange Usad in Prisons" which 
was published in 1930. 


Tt has come to my attention that there is in exist- 
ance a jail token from the Sloux City Jail and stamped 
on it “Goed for One Meal,” I believe it is aluminum and 
abcut 18 or 20 mm in size. 


it 1s alse my understanding that yeu have a coin 
business and sre a collector of Sioux City tokens. It 
is with this thought in mind that I am writing to you to 
inquire, first, if you have such a token, secondly, if 
you can give m@ any information as to its backcround, i.e., 
whe made 1t, how leng it was in use, date of use, when dis- 
continued, and anything that might be of interest in a book 
of this type. Of course, thirdly, should you lkmow cf some 
one that has such a token, or any others like it, I would 
be pleaased to make an offer for it or pay any reasonable 
price asked for it. 


Am enclosing herewith a selfeaddressed stamped en- 
velope for your convenience in replying. Thanking you in 
advance for your courtesy in the matter, I am 


Yours sincerely, 


Agnar Wahlberg 


432 U. S. Court House 
Les Angeles CA 90012 
Decenber 15, 1965 


Dear Mr. Coney: 


Tam in recetpt of your letter of December 8 and the 
rubbincs of the Sicux City Jail "one meal" token. I appre- 
ciste very ouch your tims and trouble in getting this infor- 
mation to ms, acd in return will f111 yeu in with what I have 
learnec about then. 


%e begin with, this is idential to one that I have a 
photorraph of for my checkiiet, which was loaned to me by one 
ef vous Iows token collectorre. I feel confidant that there 
should be severe] of these around and it my take a little digs 
ging to find them, becsuse quite a Let of then were ve.de. 


It wes first believed that theea were first made around 
the turn of the century (1890-1900), but further research and 
checkine has developed that thev ware used in the 30s during 
the dapracsfien and/er the dust bowl eva. The orlginal police 
station was bullt in 1593 end served the force until 191). At 
thet tise there wers only about a dozen on the force, in&lud- 
ing the Chief and averybocy. So the tekens couldn't have been 
used then. 


During the 30s during the depression, stc. ,cmey vagrants 
cams threuch Sioux City and sert of depended upon the geed 
offices cot the lice department to give then a bed snd/era 
meal and then send them on their way. 4nd this is what hap- 
pened and whet these tokens were used for, This ise the pre- 
sent thinking until somsthing more cenersta is found te shew 
otharwiss, Also the tokens are rather hastily mde, uniface 
(one sidsdonly), with no cdenoninations on them as was the cus- 
tomeamong the older prisons, evidently made locally and one 
would think in two steos, with the "one meal" stamped in later. 
or all these reasons this theory seems the most tenable. 


You state the party that you sold it to is not interested 
interested in a more valuable 
ecting that I may be able to 
get for him. Would appreciate your letting him see this letter 
and if he is interested to get in touch with me. Am posative 
I can find something of interest for him. 


Cordially, 


